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BUCKLEft  AND  WEBB  LIMITED,  PKINTEHS,  CHDKCU  STREET. 


Casflq  Utomtoicli  Hitral  Bx&txiit 


Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office, 

14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

February  15  th,  1899. 


TO  THE  CASTLE  BROMWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  hand  you  my  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  above  District  for 
the  year  1898. 

The  District  consists  of  the  following  Parishes  and  Hamlets  : — Castle  Bromwich, 
Water  Orton,  Curd  worth,  Minworth,  Wishaw. 

AREA. 

The  Area  of  the  whole  District  is  7,724  acres,  made  up  as  follows  Castle 
Bromwich,  2,701  ; Water  Orton,  623  ; Curdworth,  1,620  ; Minworth,  1,550  ; and 
Wishaw,  1,230. 


POPULATION. 

The  Census  of  1891  showed  the  population  to  be  2,293,  while  in  the  middle 
of  1898  I estimate  it  to  have  been  2,500.  I have  been  favoured  by  the  Aston  School 
Board  with  a copy  of  their  annual  enumeration  of  inhabited  houses  in  those  portions 
of  the  District  comprised  in  Castle  Bromwich  and  Water  Orton,  so  that  I have  no 
doubt  the  estimate  of  population  is  accurate  in  these  Districts  ; while  in  Curdworth, 
Minworth,  and  Wishaw  there  has,  I believe,  been  but  little  change.  I estimate  the 
population  of  the  District  to  be  made  up  as  follows  : — Castle  Bromwich,  888  ; Water 
Orton,  660  ; Curdworth,  292  ; Minworth,  480  ; and  Wishaw,  180.  This  gives  a density 
of  population  of  200  per  square  mile. 


BIRTHS. 

Fifty-nine  births,  28  males  and  31  females,  have  been  registered,  giving  a birth- 
rate of  23 '6.  The  birth-rates  of  the  Sub-divisions  were  : — Castle  Bromwich,  19  T4  ; 
Water  Orton,  12T2  ; Curdworth,  23’97  ; Minworth,  41’66  ; and  Wishaw,  38*88. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  as  one  would  expect  in  such  small  districts,  there  is  a 
very  great  difference  in  the  rates.  In  Water  Orton  and  Castle  Bromwich  the  rates  are 
low,  but  in  Minworth  and  Wishaw  they  are  above  the  average  of  the  whole  country. 
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DEATHS. 

There  have  been  39  deaths  registered,  viz.,  27  males,  and  12  females,  giving  a 
death-rate  of  15 ‘6  per  1,000.  This  rate,  though  by  no  means  high — and,  indeed,  below 
the  average  of  the  county  of  Warwick — is  much  higher  than  it  has  been  of  late,  and  the 
increased  rate  is  due  almost  entirely  to  excessive  mortality  in  the  parish  of 
Minworth.  I regret  that  this  was  caused  largely  by  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  five 
deaths  being  due  to  diphtheria,  to  which  I shall  refer  later  on. 

The  death-rates  of  the  Sub-divisions  were  as  follows  : — Castle  Bromwich,  12-38  ; 
Water  Orton,  10'60  ; Curdworth,  13'69  ; Minworth,  3 1 ‘2 5 ; and  Wishaw,  1 1 T 1 . 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Seven  children  under  a year  died,  giving  a rate  per  1,000  registered  births  of 
118.  This  figure  is  lower  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  may  be  considered,  on  the 
whole,  satisfactory.  The  seven  deaths  were  due  to  the  following  diseases  : — Con- 
vulsions, 2 ; Congestion  of  the  Lungs,  1 ; Diarrhoea,  2 ; Pneumonia,  2. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  nine  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  occurring — 
1 at  Water  Orton,  1 at  Curdworth,  and  7 at  Minworth  ; of  these,  5 were  from  Diphtheria, 

1 from  Measles,  1 from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  2 from  Diarrhoea.  Altogether  24  cases 
were  notified  under  the  Act,  viz.  — Scarlet  Fever,  6 ; Typhoid  Fever,  1 ; and 
Diphtheria,  17.  The  cases  were  notified  from  the  following  districts  : — Castle 
Bromwich,  2 ; Water  Orton,  4 : Curdworth,  2 : and  Minworth,  16.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  the  incidence  of  these  diseases,  and  notably  Diphtheria,  was  very  marked 
in  the  parish  of  Minworth. 

The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  (which  proved  fatal)  occurred  at  an  isolated  farm- 
house at  Curdworth.  I analysed  a sample  of  the  water,  which,  though  not  absolutely 
above  suspicion,  compared  favourably  with  that  from  the  majority  of  surface  wells.  The 
closet  was  very  unsatisfactory,  discharging  as  it  did  into  an  uncovered  pit,  which,  at  the 
time  of  my  visit,  was  full  of  liquid,  and  was  overflowing  into  the  yard.  Orders  were 
given  for  the  reconstruction  of  this.  The  drains  generally  were  in  good  order  and 
properly  trapped.  Milk  was  supplied  from  the  farm,  where  there  was  a large  dairy,  but 
the  supply  was  stopped  during  the  whole  time  of  the  illness. 

The  six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  as  follows  ; — Two  at  Water  Orton,  three 
at  Minworth,  and  one  at  Curdworth.  One  case  at  Water  Orton  was  imported,  and  the 
other  five  were  all  sporadic,  and  occurred  at  different  times  throughout  the  year. 

Of  the  17  cases  of  Diphtheria,  no  less  than  13  occurred  in  the  parish  of 
Minworth,  the  first  ones  breaking  out  on  the  edge  of  the  Tame  and  Rea  District  Sewage 
Farm,  in  cottages  belonging  to  the  Board.  Five  deaths  occurred  in  the  third  quarter, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  I received  a request  for  a Report  on  the  matter  from  the 
Local  Government  Board.  The  Report  was  as  follows  — 

“ Altogether  nine  cases  have  been  notified.  The  first  cases  occurred  at  Tyburn,  in  cottages 
belonging  to  the  Tame  and  Rea  Board,  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  Sewage  Farm,  and,  in  addition 
to  these,  there  are  several  cases  in  the  ‘ Erdington  District,’  in  close  proximity. 

“ I have  carefully  investigated  the  matter  on  the  spot,  and  although  in  several  places  there 
are  defects  in  the  construction  of  the  buildings,  after  careful  consideration  I have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  smells  arising  from  the  waterlogged  condition  of  this  portion  of  the  Sewage 
Farm  are  probably  associated  with  the  outbreak. 

“ Anybody  in  the  neighbourhood  during  the  hot  weather  of  the  past  three  months,  must 
have  been  aware  of  the  all-pervading  odour  of  sewage  effluent ; and  this  is  due,  not  to  sewage 
farming  proper,  but  to  the  fact  that  the  land  at  and  near  Tyburn  has  been  for  some  time  past  little 
less  than  a foul  swamp.  All  the  children  affected  (of  school  age)  have  attended  either  Walmley 
or  Curdworth  Schools,  and  on  enquiry,  I find  that  none  of  the  children  in  these  localities  are,  or 
have  been  affected. 

“ I may  further  add  that  not  only  were  careful  enquiries  made  as  to  the  effect  on  school 
attendance  of  the  outbreak  ; but  the  milk  supply  was  examined  and  found  to  be  free  from  all 
suspicion.” 
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A copy  of  the  Report  was  forwarded  to  the  Tame  and  Rea  Drainage  Board,  and 
a practical  admission  of  the  deficiencies  has  been  made  by  the  publication  of  a report  by 
experts  called  in  to  advise  them  as  to  what  should  be  done.  This  being  so,  it  is  the 
more  extraordinary  that  a non-medical  official  of  the  Board  should  have  endeavoured  to 
obtain  confidential  information  from  my  subordinates  after  having  been  refused  it  by  me, 
and  to  express  opinions  contrary  to  my  own  as  to  the  origin  of  the  disease.  Until  I have 
evidence  to  the  contrary  I find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  such  proceedings  have  been 
carried  out  with  the  cognizance  of  the  Board  or  its  Committees.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  this  part  of  the  district  has  suffered  unduly  (and  the  same  applies 
to  the  adjacent  part  of  Erdington)  from  the  condition  of  the  farm,  and  that  the  same 
thing  will  occur  in  hot  weather  in  future  years,  unless  means  be  taken  to  materially 
alter  the  existing  system.  In  saying  this,  I wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I 
am  not  suggesting  that  a sewage  farm  proper  is  a danger  to  the  health  of  those  living- 
near  it.  This  is  not  the  case  ; but  at  Tyburn,  during  last  summer  and  autumn,  the 
conditions  were  such  as  should  not  be  found  on  any  sewage  farm  worthy  of  the  name. 
In  all  houses  where  zymotic  disease  occurred,  and  where  defects  were  discovered, 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  ; while,  in  order  to  discover  faulty  conditions,  at 
my  suggestion  the  Inspector  undertook  and  completed  a house-to-house  inspection  of  the 
parish  of  Minworth.  Four  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  taken  to  Hospital. 
The  cost  of  notification  was  £3. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Seven  samples  of  well  water  have  been  analysed,  six  of  which  were  polluted. 
Thirteen  houses  have  been  supplied  with  tap  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Birmingham 
Water  Department.  A small  extension  has  been  made  in  the  mains  at  Minworth. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Only  two  new  houses  at  Minworth  have  been  built,  but  several  additions  to 
existing  premises  have  been  made. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  important  scheme  for  the  Sewerage  of 
Castle  Bromwich  has  been  completed,  and  that  the  connections  are  now  being  made. 

The  flushing  of  the  sewers  at  Water  Orton  has  received  much  attention,  with 
the  result  that  the  smells  from  the  ventilators,  formerly  so  much  complained  of,  have 
ceased. 

VACCINATION. 

The  table  given  in  the  Appendix  shows  that  there  has  been  some  falling  off  in 
the  number  of  children  vaccinated,  but  the  return  is  not  so  unsatisfactory  as  those  from 
some  of  the  adjoining  districts. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

The  various  places  requiring  inspection,  such  as  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  &c. , 
have  been  looked  after,  and  have  been  kept  generally  in  a satisfactory  condition  ; while 
the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  has  been  improved  by  the  completion  of 
the  Sewerage  Scheme  in  the  largest  constituent  parish,  Castle  Bromwich. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Warwickshire  portion  of  the  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  CASTLE  BROMWICH, 
classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages,  and  shewing  also  the  Area  and  Population  of  such  District,  and  the  Births  therein 
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Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1898,  in  the 
Warwickshire  portion  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Castle  Bromwich,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


State  here  whether  “ notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when  ? — December,  1889.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with 
blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality  in 
which  such.  Hospital  is  situated  ; and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated — Aston  Manor  Joint  Hospital,  in  Perry  Barr  Urban  District. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector  ol  Nuisances’  Department 

during  the  Year  1898. 

Description  of  Work  Performed. 

Nos. 

Plans  of  New  Houses  approved  by  Cammittee 

2 

„ Additions... 

8 

„ New  Schools 
„ New  Houses  Built 

2 

,,  New  Houses  in  Course  of  Construction 

„ House  to  House  Inspection — Houses  Inspected 

70 

6 

CO 

CD 

c «s 

03  C 

<D 

•2  k3 

d & 

G G 
.2  o 

IJ 

« t 

P*  £ 

® (D 

G co 

s< 

1* 

§ 

CO 

t-*  G2 

o 

£ 

t Foul  Conditions 

22 

11 

11 

Dwelling  Houses  ) Structural  Defects 

4 

4 

and  Schools  h Overcrowding 

6 

3 

3 

( Unfit  for  Habitation 

Lodging  Houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Cow  Sheds  ... 

8 

... 

Bakehouses  ... 

7 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats ... 

6 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

68 

34 

34 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

Water  Closets 

8 

4 

4 

l Defective  Traps 

House  Drainage *■;  No  Disconnection  ... 

32 

16 

16 

( Other  Faults 

22 

11 

10 

Water  Supply 

Pigsties 

14 

6 

2 

Animals  improperly  kept  ... 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

10 

5 

Other  Nuisances 

12 

6 

6 

Totals 

219 

91 

95 

Nos. 

Seizures  of  unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

6 

,,  ,,  found  Adulterated 

0 

,,  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

7 

,,  „ condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

6 

Note. — Where  an  inspection  or  notice  embraces  more  than  one  defect,  it  may  be  enumerated  separately  as  regards  each  such  defect. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

4 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

9 

Schools  „ „ „ 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Convictions  „ „ .,  „ 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 

Convictions  „ ,,  „ „ ...... 

1 

NOAH  DEEKS,  Jun., 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  af  Nuisances. 


Table  D 


WATER  RESULTS  OF  ANALYSES. 

Expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 


No.  of  Water. 

LOCALITY. 

Date. 

Total 

Solid 

Matter. 

Ammonia 

Free. 

Ammonia 

Organic. 

Nitrogen  as 

Nitrates 

and  Nitrites. 

Chlorine. 

REMARKS. 

1 

Dunton  Wharf,  Dunton  ... 

June 

29th 

130-0 

o-o 

•007 

2-86 

17-5 

Complaint  made 
to  Inspector. 

2 

Summer  Lane,  Min  worth 

July 

15th... 

112-0 

•020 

•016 

4-07 

10-2 

Ditto 

3 

The  Village,  Curd  worth  ... 

Aug. 

17th... 

130-0 

•120 

■040 

6-05 

13-3 

Ditto 

4 

Cottage  Lane,  Min  worth 

Sept 

19th 

244-0 

•020 

•016 

12-1 

17-0 

Diphtheria 

occurred  here. 

5 

The  Schools,  Curdworth... 

Sept. 

21st... 

176-0 

-001 

■013 

1-25 

43-0 

6 

Cottage  Lane,  Minworth 

Oct. 

26th 

146-0 

•014 

■020 

4-51 

17-4 

Scarlet  Fever 

occurred  here 

7 

“ The  Newlands  ” Curdworth 

Dec 

24th... 

38-0 

•005 

•012 

trace 

2-0 

Typhoid  Fever 

occurred  here. 

Table  E. 


Proceedings  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875-9.  Description  of  samples  taken 

for  Analysis  during  the  year. 


No. 

Date. 

Article. 

REMARKS. 

1 

December  2nd 

Mustard 

Genuine 

2 

„ 2nd 

Pepper 

Genuine 

3 

,,  10th 

Oatmeal 

Genuine 

4 

„ 10th 

Whiskey 

Genuine 

5 

„ 10th 

Rum 

Genuine 

6 

,,  I5th 

Milk 

Genuine 

CASTLE  BROMWICH  RURAL  DISTRICT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


Return,  showing  the  number  of  Births  Registered,  together  with  the 
number  of  such  cases  successfully  Vaccinated  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
in  the  above  District  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1898. 


VACCINATION 

DISTRICTS. 

No.  of  Births  Registered 
during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1898. 

No.  of  these  cases 
successfully 
Vaccinated. 

Insusceptible 

of 

Vaccination. 

Died  before 
Vaccination. 

No.  of  Conscientious 
Certificates. 

Cases  under 

Postponement. 

Removals  to  other 

Districts  out  of  the 

Union. 

No.  of  cases  not  to  be 

found. 

No  of  cases 

remaining  Un vaccinated 

at  date  of  this  Return. 

[1] 

[2] 

L3] 

[4] 

[5] 

[6] 

[7] 

[8] 

[91 

[10] 

Castle  Bromwich 

6 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Orton  ... 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Curd  worth 

7 

3 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Min  worth 

20 

12 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Wishaw 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

44 

26 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

11 

Aston  Union  Offices,  Vauxhall, 

7 th  February,  1899. 


J.  J.  STEPHENS, 


For  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  District. 


i:  ■ A'  U 


